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Victor Driver is a student of Industrial Electricity at TCAT-Ripley and 
is sharing his journey towards a career in manufacturing as a master 
electrician.

“I came from a world with no hope”.  These are the words of Victor 
Driver, a student of Industrial Electricity at TCAT-Ripley , Ripley, TN, 
and recipient of the 2017 TCAT Ripley Outstanding Student of the Year 
award.  “I just love to study and learn. A few years ago, I would never 
have imagined that I would not only be learning about electrical relays 
and how they work, but also standing before a class of college-level 
students and explaining them to the class.”

A member of a broken family since the age of 3, Victor spoke of the 
devastating lifestyle he was exposed to during his youth in Milwaukee. 
His mom, his driving force, succumbed to drug addiction when he 
was just starting school. “I was running the streets,” said Victor. “I saw 
things that I shouldn’t have seen and heard things I shouldn’t have 
heard. But from the very beginning, no matter how tough my life was, I 
knew there was something better for me. I knew that I had to keep the 
faith and persevere, even before age 6.”  

Victor remembers the day his father and uncle drove up to his home 
in Milwaukee in a little red car and took him to Dyersburg, Tenn. At 
6 years old, he tried to start a new life with his dad and two sisters, 
but without his beloved mom. His father was a police officer with long 
hours, so Victor turned to the only other man in his life, his uncle—a 
master electrician. “He was always hanging around our house doing 
stuff. I always thought he was just a great handyman who wired 
our entire house. When my dad told me he was an electrician, the 
light bulb went off—I knew what I wanted to do! I needed a sense of 
direction and this ‘aha’ moment finally gave me one. I was going to 
be a master electrician like my uncle, who became my mentor and 
inspiration for years to come.”  

Victor worked odd jobs with his uncle to begin learning. In high school 
he became a star football athlete and had aspirations to play in college. 
But his life took another turn after his first child was born just two 
weeks after the death of his mom, who had come back and tried to be 
there for her son. “I decided right then and there that I was not going 
to let my daughter have the broken life that was mine,” said Victor.
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After high school, Victor started his path towards manufacturing when 
he got a job with Rough County Manufacturing, doing everything from 
machine operator to shipping and receiving.  He also worked at the 
Wolverine Processing Plant as a processor and Excel Polymers as a 
machine operator, while he saved to go to school. 

In January 2017, at the age of 35, Victor enrolled in the Industrial 
Electricity program at TCAT Ripley, where his other mentor, instructor 
Larry Autry, provides online education from Tooling U-SME and hands-on 
experience in the lab.  

In the summer of 2018, when he receives his Industrial Electrician 
diploma, Victor can begin working as a journeyman electrician. He also 
wants to continue learning as much as he can to accomplish his goal 
of becoming a master electrician. “I know I can get a job just about 
anywhere, so I want to work part-time right now and stay in school to 
learn the most I can before settling into a permanent position. The more 
I know, the better the job. I have a lot of responsibilities, so I’ll need to be 
the best I can be.”  

As TCAT Ripley Outstanding Student of the Year, Victor is eligible to 
present for regionals and has the potential to be the state champion. 
Voted in by his fellow students and peers, Victor is humbled by it all, 
saying, “All I want is knowledge to increase my potential and to take care 
of myself and my family. They are my greatest asset.”    

Responsible for his 17-year-old daughter, 11-year-old stepson and 
7-year-old son, Victor works part-time at McDonalds, where he was 
promoted from a maintenance tech job to maintenance when he started 
fixing things around the lobby. “It’s a good job,” said Victor. “I work about 
four to five hours a day, then head to school to study my Tooling U-SME 
classes. I stay as long as the doors are open because I go over the 
classes sometimes two to three times. It’s been great!” 
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